Langkawi Island is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Malaysia among both domestic and international tourists. The development of the tourism industry on this island has brought direct and indirect impact to the local communities. The objective of the present study is to analyze the impact of tourism development on the local communilt of Langkawi. This study is based on the perspectives of 493 local residents selected using multistage cluster sampling. 
. However, the converse is also true.
In general, researchers find that tourism development brings changes to local communities.This development is able to spur positive socio-economic changes and transform economic activities of the local community (Garegnani 1970) . However, for these changes to occur, the local community must be included and must also participate actively in the development process as to achieve sustainable development at the tourist destination area (Anand & Sen 2000) . The locals must be given priority in terms ofjob opportunities in tourism-related businesses. If the industry is unable to provide job opportunities, the traditional economic activities will remain and no economic progress will occur (Todaro 1995) , which causes them to remain in poverty (Ranis, Stewart & Ramirez 2000) . The failure to bring about positive changes will then result in a negative perception towards tourism development among the locals and thus the future success oftourism development activities may be hampered , parlicularly in the attitude and behavior of the locals (Lawton 2005 (1981) .
sET is one of the frameworks that are often used by researchers to examine the attitudes of members of a community (Byrd et aL.2009; Gursoy et al. 2010) and explains the reaction of such individuals as the results of development project and policy being implemented (Nunkoo & Ramkissoon 2011) . As a result, the sEr is applied in a variety of disciplines, including psychology; politics and administration; and law (Husbands 1998; Madrigal 1993; Lankford & Howard 1994; Ritchie 1984 CA value between 0.6 and 0.7 is moderate; a CA value between 0.7 and 0.8 is good; a cA value between 0.8 and 0.9 is very good; and a CA value above 0.9 is considered excellent (Hair et al.2007) .
The present study then proceeds to perforrn a mtrltiple reglession analysis (Gefen et The definition of variables in Equations (1) and (2) is elaborated in Table l . The results for the mean comparisons are presented in Table 4 and a result summary of important variables are shown in Table 5 . (Hair et al.2007 ).
MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS
The output for the multiple regression analysis is shown in The variance inflation factor (VIF) is used in this study to detect the problem of multicollinearity which occurs when there is a high correlation among the independent variables. The VIF value is less than 10, which indicates that no serious multicollinearity problems exist in model l.
Regression analyses for Model 2 as in Table 7 identify which of the 24 independant variables selected in this study influenced the overall perception on tourism impact. From the environmental items, only traffic congestion is statistically significant. However, the number of statistically significant economic items is greater, which include it provided more suitable jobs, increased family economy and daily expenses.
The signiflcant variables from the social items which influence the overall perception on tourisrn impact include increases in governrnent spending to build facilities for tourists: changing the way of lil-e of the population: not 
